
SPARKSSPARKS  SPARKS 

Sometimes renewal begins in the smallest, quietest
ways. The other morning, as I was picking up twigs in
the yard, I noticed something I must have passed a
hundred times without seeing: a tiny sprout pushing
its way up beside the fence. The ground still looked
cold and tired from winter, but there
it was, new life, insisting on being born. It wasn’t big
or dramatic. Just a little sign that something was
happening beneath the surface long before I ever
noticed it. It made me think of Isaiah’s words: “See, I
am doing a new thing… now it springs up; do you not
perceive it?” (Isaiah 43:19).
Sometimes renewal in our lives looks a lot like that
little sprout, quiet, patient, sometimes hidden. Lent
gives us the space to notice it. The slower pace, the
reflective prayers, the small acts of kindness, they
make room for God to stir something new in us.
 As I think about our church family, I see those signs
of new growth everywhere. In the person who shows
up when the week has been hard. In the volunteer
who steps into a ministry they never imagined
themselves doing. In the gentle healing happening in
hearts that have carried heavy loads. None of these
moments shout for attention. They’re small faithful
steps, sprouts of grace breaking through.
Maybe that’s how God renews us most often, not all
at once, but little by little, in ways that surprise us
when we finally stop long enough to see them. As we
come nearer to Holy Week, I invite you to pay
attention to the quiet places in your life where
something new may be forming. 
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PRESSING ON
 WITH PASTOR DEB

VISION STATEMENT

Elm Grove United Methodist Church
is an inviting community who loves
God and loves spreading the good
news to all people.

MISSION
STATEMENT

To make disciples of Jesus Christ.

God is already at work, preparing us,
softening us, shaping us, doing what
only God can do. May you discover,
in your own story this season, the
gentle and persistent love of a God
who is always making things new. 
Rejoicing for this season of renewal,

Pastor Deb

https://www.elmgroveumc.com/
https://www.elmgroveumc.com/


     

Connect With Us Online!
Did you know we have a Facebook, YouTube, and Website presence?

Stay up to date with services, events, and church news.
The entire Worship Service can now be experienced on social media.

Follow us on Facebook at
 https://facebook.com/elmgroveumc

Subscribe to us on YouTube at
 https://youtube.com/elmgroveumc

Visit our website at 
@ https://elmgroveumc.com

Elm Grove United Methodist Church Spring 2026

ROOTED IN FAITH FOR 140 YEARS!
Elm Grove United Methodist Church joyfully celebrates 140 years of loving God and
serving our community! We mark this milestone to honor the generations who
prayed, worshiped, and worked faithfully so others could know Christ. It’s a time to
rejoice in all God has done through this church and to look with excitement toward
the future God is still shaping.  A celebration date will be announced soon!  If God is
nudging you to serve on the planning team contact me.
Pastor Deb

 On February 19, Embrace Ministry launched its
very first Embrace Worship service and what a
celebration it was! Designed for EVERY BODY and
especially welcoming to individuals with special
needs, their families, and staff. This new service
opened with pure joy. No words can fully capture
how the Spirit moved that evening. There was
singing, laughter, hands clapping, dancing, and of
course snacks. The theme was the Olympics and
running towards our goal, Jesus!
Worshipers created their own kindness torches.
The Embrace Worship Team is grateful to be
partnering with Russell Nesbitt and Northwood,
whose support helps us create a space where
everybody can worship freely and belong
completely.
We invite you to pray for us as Embrace Worship
continues to grow. Embrace Worship welcomes
volunteers. If God is leading you to serve in this
fulfilling ministry, see Pastor Deb.
Embrace Worship: Every 3rd Thursday at 5 PM in
Newmeyer Fellowship Hall.
Pastor Deb

EMBRACE MINISTRY:
A WORSHIP 
FOR EVERY BODY!

https://facebook.com/elmgroveumc
https://youtube.com/elmgroveumc
https://elmgroveumc.com/
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CHOIR NEWS
Many thanks to our choir for their
wonderful participation in our
Christmas Cantata and all of our music
during the season. They work very hard
each week preparing for our Sunday
services.
We would like to encourage the
members of our church to participate
in the Chancel Choir. You don’t have to
be professional. You just have to have
the desire to sing and join others in
praising our lord. We really could use
the help. Please consider this your
formal invitation.
Our choir is currently working on music
for the Lenten Season, Palm Sunday,
Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter.
The music for this season is truly
beautiful.

BELL CHOIR
Our bell choir of eight members will be
playing on April 15 at the 11AM service.
They have been working very hard each
Sunday to play these beautiful songs.
Our members are Judy Beaver, Wayne
McCord, Susi Whitecotton, Kala
Henderson, Evelyn Folmar, Brian
McCullough, James Smith and director
Anita Chops. We could use a couple
more ringers and ask any of these folks
and they will tell you it’s easy and fun.
Anita Chops

Elm Grove United Methodist Church Spring 2026

GONE BUT NOT
FORGOTTEN

Sherry Lynn Nolan 
Nov 29, 1950 - Jan 26, 2026

Mary Alice Tighe
 Aug 27, 1936 - Jan 7, 2026

INTRODUCING THE
GROWING

GENEROSITY TEAM
Elm Grove UMC is launching the
Growing Generosity Team, a group
committed to stewarding the church’s
finances in a spiritual, prayerful, and
faithful way. This team will help ensure
that every gift entrusted to our church
is used wisely for ministry, mission,
and the future God is shaping among
us.
If your God‑given gifts include working
with numbers, budgeting, or financial
insight, Pastor Deb would love to
connect you with this team. Your skills
can make a meaningful difference!
Pastor Deb

SAFE SANCTUARIES
Hello all! You may already be aware of the Safe Sanctuaries policy of the United
Methodist Church, but here’s a refresher! The West Virginia Conference of the United
Methodist Church has developed the Safe Sanctuary policy to reduce the risk of abuse to
children, youth and vulnerable adults who participate in the activities of the church. As
the coordinator of Safe Sanctuaries for Elm Grove UMC, I am tasked with reaching out to
adults who work with our children, youth, and vulnerable adults to ensure that they have
received training in the policy and procedures. There’s an easy-to-follow on-line training
available which can be done at home. 
In addition, I’m working on ways to set up in-person trainings for those who prefer to meet
together. If you are interested in working with our children and youth, such as at VBS this
summer, please contact me for more information on how to complete the on-line training
or an interest in a training at the church. More information to follow on that possibility.
My email address is edenfieldcarol55@gmail.com and my cell phone in 512-635-1035. I
look forward to working with many of you here at Elm Grove UMC!
Carol Blankenship
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STEWARDSHIP REPORT
The quarter auction will be Saturday, April 25, in Newmeyer Hall. Doors open at 11 AM and
the auction begins at noon.  Wayne McCord is the auctioneer. Paddles are $5.00 and
additional paddles are $1.00. We will have a 50/50 drawing, a Chinese auction, door
prizes, handmade quilt by Patty Jewett, and concessions by the Boy Scouts.  
Would you like to provide an item for the auction? Maybe a small appliance, baked goods,
homemade candy, crafts?  We also need baskets, plants, and small items for the Chinese
auction.  
We also need someone to collect quarters and help clean up.  We should be done by 4:00
PM. Contact Susi Whitecotton or Sandy Meyer if you can help.
The flower and plant order has been placed. We will notify you when they will be
delivered and the time for pick up.
Susi Whitecotton

Elm Grove United Methodist Church Spring 2026

TROOP 29
On Sunday, February 2, we recognized three Eagle
Scouts from the troop at the 11 AM Service- Colin
Jones, Hunter Waldron, and Spencer Carnahan-Custer
Upcoming Events:
Indoor Yard Sale and Full Concession Stand- Friday,
March 27 from 4:30 - 7 PM & Saturday, March 28 from
9AM - 1:30 PM
Concession Stand for the Quarter Auction- Saturday
April 25.
Mulch Fundraiser: Order forms will be available March
17. Mulch Day is May 2nd. Please contact Scott at 304-
780-7056. This will be our last mulch fundraiser.
Summer Trip to US WhiteWater Training Center in
Charlotte, NC - June 14 - 20.
Please come out and support our fundraising efforts.
Thank You.
Scott Beresh - ScoutMaster Troop 29

INEY’S PRE-LOVED
BOUTIQUE
We had a festive time during the
winter hours that ends on April
11 at 9 AM - Noon.
Then we will go back to our
regular time of 1st & 3rd Saturday
8:30 AM - Noon.
We'll need help changing over to
spring clothes.  
On March 31 and April 2, 9:30AM
- 1 PM Newmeyer Hall if you can
come.
We are only taking
spring/summer clothes now.
Thanks for your support.
Jan Coffey



www.elmgroveumc.com

April
Elliott, Charles 4/1
Carey, Carrie 4/2

Patterson III, William 4/4
Beisner, Linda 4/7

Dentz, Christina 4/7
Wallace, Sue 4/8
Laing, Kate 4/10

Kimpel, Todd 4/12
Beabout, Russell 4/13

Carnahan, Alverna 4/14
Patterson, Dawn 4/16

McFarland, Melanie 4/19
Barnes, Benjamin 4/20

Kimpel, Joyce 4/20
McCarty, Darlene 4/20

LaRue, Laura 4/25
Welsh, Lynn 4/30

BIRTHDAYS

Elm Grove United Methodist Church Spring 2026

May
Hastings, Dale 5/4
Jewett, Patty 5/6

Jones Sr., James 5/6
Kimpel, Matt 5/8

Stewart, Karen 5/9
Laing, Gresh 5/10
Clark, Adam 5/11

Fordyce, Betty 5/13
Kimpel, Henry 5/13
Mccord, Nancy 5/13

Hopkins, Clarence (Hop) 5/16
Laing, Gresh 5/17

Toland, Betty 5/17
Hastings, Jacob 5/18

Loughman, Sandy 5/19
Harvilla Sr., Steve 5/20

Hughes, Diana 5/20
Seabright, Danielle 5/21

Oliver, David 5/22
Fadoul, John 5/23

Kimpel-Matthews, Laura 5/23
Carey, Haleigh 5/24

Boyd, Betty 5/26
Gardner, Julia 5/27
Carey, Joseph 5/28
Blowers, Dave 5/29
Otto, Jennifer 5/29

Richmond, Amanda 5/31

June
Groves, Brandon 6/1

Kimpel, Aria 6/2
Estep, Robin 6/3

Clark, Richard 6/4
Oakes, Frances 6/6

Henderson, Jared 6/7
Ritz, Anya 6/11

Brown, Christopher 6/12
Hoffman, Bernadine 6/12

Kimpel, Odin 6/15
Ward, Don 6/17

Smith, Dianna 6/18
Parsons, Debra 6/21

Saffle, Sara 6/25
Simms, Jayna 6/25
Beresh, Gavin 6/26

Harvilla, Nancy 6/27
Kimpel, Carson 6/27
Jones, Declan 6/28

ANNIVERSARIES
April May

Ray, Scott & Kathryn 5/2
Polley, Charles & Colleen 5/5

Dague, Bill & Ann 5/17
Hastings, Dale & Jennifer 5/17

Estep, Jerry & Robin 5/19

June
Morgan, Bob & Sandy 6/5

Kimpel, Todd & Joyce 6/12
Sandiford, Bill & Linda 6/15

Muldrew, David & Karen 6/19
Quinn, Thomas & Taylor, Sue 6/20

Kimpel, Matt & Laura 6/22
Seabright, Jack & Danielle 6/26

Geer, Phil & Joyce 6/30
Harris, Gregory & Kayla 6/30
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CONTACT US
ELM GROVE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

125 KRUGER STREET
WHEELING, WV 26003

304-242-1206

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
VBS is only four short months away and there is a lot
to do. We are having monthly design workshops, and
we have a wish list to help us defray our cost. All
information can be found below.
Volunteers are not just appreciated; they are a
necessity for us to provide a fun and enriching
experience for our community. Please consider giving
your time and talent for his rewarding outreach.
If you have any questions or want more information
on how you can help, see Molly Beresh.
VBS DESIGN WORKSHOPS (VBS Workroom, 3rd Floor)

APRIL 14 6:30-7:30PM
MAY 19 6:30-7:30PM
JUNE 9 6:30-7:30PM

JULY 6-10, 9AM-Noon

WISH LIST
Paper cupcake liners (solid color-no prints), empty
cereal boxes, greenery (big rainforest-like leaves,
green vines, all varieties), big colorful flowers, craft
paint brushes (foam brushes), plastic drop cloths,
“Great Stuff” foam spray (can be found at Lowe’s),
brown packing paper (from your Amazon, Chewy, etc.
shipments), 48-inch wooden dowel rods/skewers, pool
noodles.
Monetary donations are always accepted, all year
long.
Molly Beresh

Elm Grove United Methodist Church Spring 2026

JULY 13-17,
2026 

9 AM-12 PM
GRADES K-5

*PRE-
REGISTRATION

BEGINS 
MAY 1

WORSHIP SERVICE
ATTENDANCE

                        Early                 Late 
Jan        4        25                      56
             11        29                      48
             18        28                      46
             25                  Snow Day
Feb        1        17 Scout Sunday 75
               8       20                        37
             15       33                        50
             18       50 Ash Wednesday
             22        31                       51
March   1        25                       41
               8        23                       46
             15        28                       40    

Please mark your calendar
for Friday, September 25,
2026, for our annual
chicken dinner. It will be an
eat- in or take- out dinner
including chicken (dark or
white), mashed potatoes
and gravy, green beans, cole
slaw, rolls, dessert , and a
drink. Adults- $15 and
children $8.00. 
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Elm Grove United Methodist Church Spring 2026

MEMORIALS TO THE
TRUSTEE FUND

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

In Loving Memory of Sherry Nolan:
George & Beverly Dakovic

Linda & Lyle Kropf
Susi Whitecotton

Sandy Meyer
James & Charlene Stultz
Karen & David Muldrew

In Loving Memory of Mary Tighe:
John Richards

Richard & Karen Anderson
William A. Tighe Family

Sharon & Rudolph Lopez
Radice Family

Laticha & Ordy Holcomb

For the Endowment Memorial Fund By
Sally Marple:

Mary Lou McKain
Carol Forester

If anyone needs their contribution
statement, contact Susi Whitecotton

or Sandy Meyer.

8:30 WORSHIP SERVICE
9:45 SUNDAY SCHOOL

11:00 WORSHIP SERVICE

The UWIF started their meetings for the year on
Thursday, March 12, at noon. The program was
CALL TO PRAYER AND SELF DENIAL, presented by
Nancy McCord. Anita Chops was the hostess for
that day.
Our April meeting will be on April 7, Tuesday And
Thursday Music Club Chorus will be performing on
Thursday, April 9, at 11 AM in the sanctuary of our
church. All are invited to attend the program. A
catered meal will be presented for $20.00 if you
wish to stay. Let Judy Beaver or Anita Chops know
if you want to stay for lunch. No charge for the
program.
The April meeting for UWIF will be SEEDS OF HOPE
presented by Karen Muldrew. The hostess for the
meeting will be Alice Runkle. Please bring your
lunch and refreshments will be provided.
Our May meeting will have a PARTY THEME!!! It is
scheduled for Friday, May 29 at 6 PM. There
will be 12 tables which will be decorated by our
members. Dinner will be served to all in
attendance including men and women. Donations
will be taken to cover the dinner. We will
have a sign-up sheet for that day, and you may
choose which table you wish to sit at. A
program will be presented. Any questions, ask
Anita Chops or Judy Beaver.
That will conclude the first half of the year. We do
not meet in June, July OR August.  Our next
meeting will be September 10. Look in the next
newsletter for the other half of the year’s
programs. 
Anita Chops and Judy Beaver

UNITED WOMEN
IN FAITH NEWS

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
SUNDAY, MARCH 29 PALM SUNDAY

ONE SERVICE FOLLOWED BY COVERED DISH LUNCH AND FELLOWSHIP
APRIL 2 - MAUNDY THURSDAY 6:30 PM COVERED DISH, SERVICE 7 PM

APRIL 3 - GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE 7 PM
APRIL 5 -EASTER SUNDAY SERVICES 8:30 AM & 11 AM
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Elm Grove United Methodist Church

Sparks Team- Danielle Seabright, Bill Daniel, and Luke from RSQP Print & Design 
 Please send all submissions to Danielle at dseabright@gmail.com

 by the 15th of the month prior to printing.
 Sparks prints quarterly.  

Winter Jan-Mar, Spring Apr-June, Summer July-Sept, and Fall Oct-Dec
  

Thank you  to all our contributors, especially Sandy Beabout and Linda Beisner for labeling and
mailing the newsletters, and Becky McCullough for placing the digital copy on the website.

AMP
Although the weather tried to disrupt
our monthly in-person meetings on
the 3rd Mondays of the Winter
months from 10 AM until noon, we
actually got the last laugh. Not only
did we continue sewing duffle bags,
but Keith McCord invented his own
loom in order to weave the plastic
bag mats! We included a photo so
you could see our newest project.
 To date, we have given the first six
mats to Youth Services System. They
were also the recipients of five new
duffle bags, which included blankets
made by Stitches of Caring ladies. 
Please feel free to join us in the old
fellowship hall area on a 3rd Monday
morning. We would love to have your
help flattening plastic bags, cutting
plastic strips to make yarn balls,
tracing pattern pieces, cutting out
pieces, ironing cloth, and pinning
parts together— all of which are
necessary Active Prep tasks to
assemble the mats and bags. 
We have several mission agencies
eagerly awaiting our duffle bags and
plastic mats.
Peggy Laing

CAPITOL THEATRE
1015 MAIN STREET

WHEELING, WV 26003
MARCH 27, 28, 2026 - 7:30 PM

MARCH 29, 2026 - 3:30 PM

PASTOR DEB’S SCHEDULE
AVAILABLE MONDAY-THURSDAY 9:30 AM-3:30 PM AND 5:30 PM-8 PM

FRIDAY SABBATH
SATURDAY DAY OFF BUT MAY BE AVAILABLE FOR MINISTRY EVENTS
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